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The Bronze=winged Jacana.
Metopidius indicus, blanford, Faun. Brit. IncL,
Birds, Vol. IV, p. 218.
native names :—Dai- or Jal-pipi,  Karatiya, in
Bengali; Kattoi, in Purneah ; Bi, in Burma.
1 take this first, as it is a typical example of the family,
our other species differing considerably from all other
Jacanas. The Bronze-winged species has a thick-set body
and very short tail, rather short and decidedly rounded
wings, and very long stout legs, with the claws very long
and straight, the hinder one positively enormous. The
bill also is rather stouter than of the other species, and
there is a small rounded flap of skin on the forehead.
The plumage of the young is quite different from
that of the adult, but there is no seasonal change.
The old bird is very richly and handsomely coloured,
being green-black with conspicuous white eyebrows, and
with the upper back and wings (except the pinion-quills)
metallic bronze ; the lower back and tail are glossy mar-
oon. The eyes are dark, the legs dull green, and the
bill greenish-yellow with a touch of red at the root, and the
flap on the forehead dark bluish.
The young bird has the neck arid underparts white
where they are black in the old one, except for a patch of
green-black on the back of the neck. The crown is chest-
nut, and there are chestnut edgings at first to the bronze
feathering on the back and wings ; the lower back is pen-
cilled with black and chestnut, and the tail with black and
buff, and there is a buff wash on the sides of the neck and
on the breast. Birds in the transition stage seemed scarce
in the Calcutta Market, so presumably they come into
colour late in the spring. Hens at any age are rather

